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"CLEAN AIR" PLAN IS ADOPTED, BUT IMPACTS ARE MODERATED
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The Southwest Air Pollution Control Authority’s (SWAPCA) Board of Directors adopted a
"clean air" plan to address Clark County’s future summer time ozone air quality at its March el
19, 1996 meeting. The "clean air" plan adopted by the Board incorporates the concerns of Clark
County citizens expressed at recent public hearings. It also addresses the need for additional
emission reductions by using the least cost and least intrusive package of measures available.
Clark County and Portland, Oregon are located within a "bowl", almost entirely encircled by
mountains, with a need to address a filling up of this "bowl" over the next ten years.

The proposed "clean air" plan was modified by the SWAPCA Board of Directors at the March
19 meeting to be responsive to the following concerns which the Board heard from the general

public:
1. Exclude residents of the Yacolt and Amboy areas from the motor vehicle testing.
e Strongly recommend to the Department of Ecology that only motor vehicles 4
years and older be subjected to vehicle emission testing.
3, Require that annual reports on the Ozone Maintenance Plan be made to the Board
of Directors with a public hearing held on the report if significant interest is
expressed.

The plan approved by the Board of Directors on Tuesday March 19 will achieve a "clean air"
designation for Clark County by implementing the following additional components:
1. Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance.
a. Expansion of the vehicle emission testing boundary to include the Brush
Prairie, Battle Ground, Ridgefield, and LaCenter zip codes to begin on
January 1, 1997. '
Change from the current test method to the Acceleration Simulation Mode
(ASM) exhaust emission test method in 1997.
Change the test standards for passing the emission test.
Include a gasoline cap leak check.
Implement NO, exhaust emission testing in 1997.
Incorporate checks of On-Board Diagnostics (OBD) on 1996 and newer
vehicles.
2. Area Source Rules for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs).
a. Adopt proposed rules SWAPCA 493-200 (Spray Paints), 493-300
(Architectural Coatings), 493-400 (Motor Vehicle Refinishing), and 493-
500 (Area Source Common Provisions).
b. Proposed rule SWAPCA 493-100 (Consumer Products) is being
withdrawn and not being adopted because the U.S. Environmental
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